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to continue suffering an abuse rather than to raise a
tumultus by resorting to violence and bloodshed. While
his fellow-humanists, more shortsighted and optimistic
than he, were welcoming Luther's deed as an act of
liberation for the Church and as the redemption of Ger-
many, Erasmus realized that it would mean the disrup-
tion of the eccksia unitersalls^ the creation of a national
church in lieu of a worldwide Church, and the severance
of Germany from participation in the unity of the West.
His heart told him what he could hardly have understood
through reason alone, that such a severance of Germany
and the other Teutonic countries from the papal
dominion could not be brought about except through one
of the bloodiest and most homicidal conflicts the world
had ever known. Since war spelled for him a step back-
ward in the progress of ci\ilization, a lapse into the bar-
barism of epochs long since outlived, he put all his
strength into the scale to prevent this ultimate catas-
trophe from overtaking Christianity. With this resolve
firmly established in his mind,, Erasmus took on a duty
of historical significance, a duty which, it must be con-
fessed, exceeded his capacity: alone, amid the multitu-
dinous exacerbations of the day, he set himself the task
of incorporating the spirit of unclouded reason, to defend
the unity of Europe, the unity of the Church, the unity
of mankind, and the world-citizenship of humanity with
the pen as his only weapon, and thus to protect all he
loved against decay and annihilation.

Erasmus began his self-appointed mission by en-
deavouring to put a curb upon Luther. Through the
intermediation of mutual friends he besought Luther to
be less incendiary in his writings, to teach the Gospel in
less "unevangelical" terms. "I wish Luther could make
up his mind to forgo quarrelling for a while, and could
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